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Mobility Assistance 


What is it? 

If you are unemployed, underemployed or on 
notice of layoff and you can’t find a suitable job 
near home, mobility assistance may be of help 
to you. It is designed to encourage workers who 
can’t find work where they live to travel to com- 
munities where their skills are needed. 

The Canada Manpower Mobility Program 
(CMMP) is a federal government program that 
provides financial aid to workers who must move 
to take a job or training or travel to look for 
work or obtain employment services. 

In some parts of Canada, there are labour 
shortages, while in other areas people can’t find 
work. CMMP is one of the ways the federal 
government attempts to match labour supply 
with demand across the country. 


Who is eligible? 

Workers eligible for mobility assistance are those 
who: 

e are unemployed; 


e are underemployed (i.e., working but not at 
a level suitable for their education and/or 
training); or 


e have received written notice of a layoff. 


How does it work? 


e First, contact an employment counsellor at 
your local Canada Employment Centre (CEC) 
in person. 


e If you don’t have any local job prospects, and 
you are willing to consider working elsewhere, 
ask about the National Job Bank. This is a 
computerized listing of hard-to-fill jobs across 
Canada. The system has extensive and up-to- 
date information on available jobs. If you 
must move to take a job listed in the National 
Job Bank, you are eligible to receive 1-1/2 
times the basic level of relocation assistance. 


e If you have obtained a temporary or full-time 
job in another area and have not started to 
work, or wish to explore job prospects in 
another area, or if you must travel to take 
training or obtain employment services, ask an 
employment counsellor about the Mobility 
Program. He/she will advise you of your 
eligibility and how the program can help you. 


e If you qualify, you will receive all or a por- 
tion of mobility assistance before you travel. 


An important reminder... 


Approval for mobility assistance isn’t automa- 
tic. In fact, assistance can’t be authorized after: 


e you have travelled; 
e you have started to work; or 
e you have moved to the new locality. 


So, before you do anything else, talk to an 
employment counsellor at your local Canada 
Employment Centre. 


What kind of 
Mobility Assistance 
is available? 


Relocation assistance 


Relocation assistance pays part of the expense 
of moving your family and household effects 
when you must move to another community to 
take a full-time job. Most jobs qualify. The 
amount you receive is based on the distance to 
be travelled, the number of dependants to be 
moved and the salary of the new job. However, 
relocation assistance may not be available if you 
are moving to take a job with any level of 
government. 


Some examples: 

e A worker in Quebec City, with three depend- 
ants, moving to take a $20,000-a-year job in 
Chicoutimi, Quebec, would be eligible for 
$774 of basic relocation assistance (and $1,161 
if the job were listed in the National Job 
Bank). 


e A worker in Halifax, with one dependant, 
moving to take a $24,000-a-year job in 
Toronto would be eligible for $715 of basic 
relocation assistance (and $1,073 if the job 
were listed in the National Job Bank). 


e A worker in Victoria, B.C., with two depen- 
dants, moving to Vancouver to take a 
$26,000-a-year job, would be eligible for $566 
of basic relocation assistance (and $849 if the 
job were listed in the National Job Bank). 


A single person in Halifax, moving to Calgary 
to take a $20,000-a-year job, would be eligi- 
ble for $678 of basic relocation assistance (and 
$1,017 if the job were listed in the National 
Job Bank). 


In specially designated labour surplus situa- 
tions, workers may qualify for 1-1/2 to 3 times 
basic relocation assistance. 


Before you move, you will be paid an advance 
(up to 50 per cent of your relocation assistance). 
You will receive the balance from six to eight 
weeks after you have settled in the new locality. 
In view of this, you must have sufficient funds 
to cover any expenses you will incur before you 
receive your first pay cheque. 


Assistance to travel to 
temporary work 


Assistance is also available to pay some of the 
costs of travel for temporary work that lasts at 
least six weeks and not more than nine months. 
Students are eligible for this type of assistance 
if they move to a summer job which can’t be fill- 
ed locally. The amount you may receive is bas- 
ed on the distance to be travelled and the approv- 
ed number of nights of accommodation and is 
paid before you leave. However, no allowance 
will be authorized if you will be travelling fewer 
than 455 kilometres and if the job is not listed 
with your CEC. 


Assistance for travel to seasonal 
work in agriculture 


You may be eligible for assistance to cover some 
of the costs of travel for seasonal work in 
agriculture that lasts not more than nine months. 
The amount you may receive is based on the 
distance to be travelled and the approved number 
of nights of accommodation and is paid before 
you leave. However, no allowance will be 
authorized if you will be travelling fewer than 
455 kilometres and if the job is not listed with 
your CEC. 


Assistance to travel to look 
for work 


If you have no job prospects where you live, you 
may qualify for exploratory assistance. This 
assistance will help you to travel to another area 
to explore jobs listed with your CEC. The 
amount you may receive varies with the distance 


to be travelled and the approved number of 
nights lodging. Funds are also available to allow 
your spouse to visit the new community to assess 
living conditions. The allowances are payable in 
advance. No allowance will be paid if the 
distance to be travelled is fewer than 455 
kilometres and if the job is not listed with your 
CEE 


Trainee travel assistance 


You are eligible for this assistance if you will at- 
tend a National Training Program course at a 
school away from your home. The assistance 
covers some of the costs of travel between your 
home and the school. 

For further information, contact an employ- 
ment counsellor at your local Canada Employ- 
ment,Centre (CEG). 


Special travel assistance 


You may qualify for special travel assistance if 
you must travel to get employment services that 
are not available where you live. Employment 
services include such things as counselling and 
testing which will help you get and keep a job. 

The amount of assistance is based on the 
distance to be travelled and the approved number 
of nights of accommodation. It is available 
before you leave. But the distance to be travelled 
must not be fewer than 150 kilometres. 


REMEMBER! 


An application must be completed: 

e for relocation assistance, BEFORE you start 
your new job; 

e for all other types of assistance, BEFORE you 
travel to the new area. 
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